
© Poem, all rights reserved, 2023. For information purposes only.Koch Lichte Grotesk | Designed by Rudolf Koch, Edvinas Žukauskas, Jérôme Knebusch

KOCH LICHTE GROTESK
KOCH LICHTE GROTESK
KOCH LICHTE GROTESK

KOCH LICHTE GROTESK



© Poem, all rights reserved, 2023. For information purposes only.Koch Lichte Grotesk | Designed by Rudolf Koch, Edvinas Žukauskas, Jérôme Knebusch

Koch Lichte Grotesk is the newest revival 
of Lichte Neuland by Rudolf Koch, 
designed by Edvinas Žukauskas  
and Jérôme Knebusch and published  
by Poem for Neuland’s centenary  
in 2023. Lichte Neuland appeared five 
years after Neuland in 1928, in the Gebr. 
Klingspor specimen dedicated to the 
American market by the Continental 
Typefounders Association. Koch Lichte 
Grotesk is an accurate revival of  
the 12 pt Cicero size, the smallest one.  
It is currently the only fully identified 
original size, as shown on the 1928 
index card of the German Association 
of Typefounders. This association was 
founded at the beginning of the 20th 
century and most German type foundries 
were members. It served to represent 
their interests in economic, political & 
legal matters. A secondary source are 
the Lichte Neuland Cicero letters from 
the letterpress workshop P98A, Berlin.  

Koch Lichte Grotesk is available in four fonts:  
12 Cicero, 12 Cicero Plain, 12 Cicero Inline and  
12 Cicero Line. The Plain and Inline fonts allow  
an individual colouring. The Line font  
is a slightly corrected version of the Inline font,  
to function fully as an independent type.  
All include an extended Latin glyph set covering  
many languages, and have some OpenType features.

Koch Lichte Grotesk Line | 16 pt

Koch Lichte Grotesk Line | 12 pt
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Lichte Neuland in 12 pt Cicero. 
Index card, dated 20 April 1928, of the German Association of Typefounders.

16 × 10,5 cm. Courtesy Klingspor Museum.
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STILL IN THE 
ASHES LIVED
THE WONTED 
🌿 FLAME,  
AND A NEW 
SCHOOL ROSE

Words from James Thomson, Scottish poet, used for Neuland Claro 
in the Spanish Gebr. Klingspor specimen by Fundición Tipográfica.

Koch Lichte Grotesk | 72 pt
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Koch Lichte Grotesk | Plain | Line | 18 pt

KOCH MOVED TO OFFENBACH IN 1906. KARL KLINGSPOR 
HAD HIRED HIM AS AN ASSISTANT AT GEBR. KLINGSPOR. 
HE WAS NOT INTENDED TO DESIGN HIS OWN TYPEFACES BUT 
RATHER TO HELP THE FOUNDRY FINISH OTHER DESIGNERS’ 
WORK, FLESH OUT FONTS’ CHARACTER SETS AND ESTABLISH 
CHARACTERS’ SPACING, PRODUCE NEWSPAPER NAMEPLATES, 
ETC. KOCH QUICKLY ADVANCED OUT OF THAT ROLE, 
BEGINNING WORK ON HIS FIRST TYPEFACE, THE DEUTSCHE 
SCHRIFT – PUBLISHED IN 1910.
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Koch Lichte Grotesk | Plain | Inline | Line | 92 pt

The Line version of Koch Lichte Grotesk is an independent font, 
with diacritics and slightly adapted letters (here taller M, lower A and E).
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Available sources (for this size) are underlined with a grey background.
Only easy to derive, and necessary glyphs were added.
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Rudolf Koch, Edvinas Žukauskas, Jérôme Knebusch

2023 (1928)

Jérôme Knebusch

December 2023

1.0

4

264

Latin 1, Latin 2 (Eastern Europe), Turkish, Baltic

Abenaki, Afaan Oromo, Afar, Afrikaans, Albanian, Alsatian, Amis, Anuta, Aragonese, Aranese, 
Aromanian, Arrernte, Arvanitic (Latin), Asturian, Atayal, Aymara, Azerbaijani, Bashkir (Latin), 
Basque, Belarusian (Latin), Bemba, Bikol, Bislama, Bosnian, Breton, Cape Verdean Creole, Catalan, 
Cebuano, Chamorro, Chavacano, Chichewa, Chickasaw, Cimbrian, Cofán, Corsican, Creek, Crimean Tatar 
(Latin), Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dawan, Delaware, Dholuo, Drehu, Dutch, English, Esperanto, Estonian, 
Faroese, Fijian, Filipino, Finnish, Folkspraak, French, Frisian, Friulian, Gagauz (Latin), Galician, Ganda, 
Genoese, German, Gikuyu, Gooniyandi, Greenlandic (Kalaallisut), Guadeloupean Creole, Gwich’in, 
Haitian Creole, Hän, Hawaiian, Hiligaynon, Hopi, Hotcąk (Latin), Hungarian, Icelandic, Ido, Ilocano, 
Indonesian, Interglossa, Interlingua, Irish, Istro-Romanian, Italian, Jamaican, Javanese (Latin), Jèrriais, 
Kala Lagaw Ya, Kapampangan (Latin), Kaqchikel, Karakalpak (Latin), Karelian (Latin), Kashubian, 
Kikongo, Kinyarwanda, Kiribati, Kirundi, Klingon, Kurdish (Latin), Ladin, Latin, Latino sine Flexione, 
Latvian, Lithuanian, Lojban, Lombard, Low Saxon, Luxembourgish, Maasai, Makhuwa, Malay, 
Maltese, Manx, Māori, Marquesan, Megleno-Romanian, Meriam, Mir, Mirandese, Mohawk, Moldovan, 
Montagnais, Montenegrin, Murrinh-Patha, Nagamese Creole, Ndebele, Neapolitan, Ngiyambaa, 
Niuean, Noongar, Norwegian, Novial, Occidental, Occitan, Oshiwambo, Ossetian (Latin), Palauan, 
Papiamento, Piedmontese, Polish, Portuguese, Potawatomi, Q’eqchi', Quechua, Rarotongan, Romanian, 
Romansh, Rotokas, Sami (Inari, Lule, Northern, Southern), Samoan, Sango, Saramaccan, Sardinian, 
Scottish Gaelic, Serbian (Latin), Seri, Seychellois Creole, Shawnee, Shona, Sicilian, Silesian, Slovak, Slovenian, 
Slovio (Latin), Somali, Sorbian (Lower, Upper), Sotho (Northern, Southern), Spanish, Sranan, Sundanese 
(Latin), Swahili, Swazi, Swedish, Tagalog, Tahitian, Tetum, Tok Pisin, Tokelauan, Tongan, Tshiluba, 
Tsonga, Tswana, Tumbuka, Turkish, Turkmen (Latin), Tuvaluan, Tzotzil, Uzbek (Latin), Venetian, 
Vepsian, Volapük, Võro, Wallisian, Walloon, Waray-Waray, Warlpiri, Wayuu, Welsh,  
Wik-Mungkan, Wiradjuri, Wolof, Xavantev, Xhosa, Yapese, Yindjibarndi, Zapotec, Zulu, Zuni.

Access All Alternates (aalt), Case-Sensitive Forms (Case), Contextual Alternates (calt),  
Kerning (kern), Localized Forms (locl), Ordinals (Ordn),Stylistic Alternates (Salt),  
Stylistic Sets (Ss01-03), Slashed Zero (Zero).

From Klingspor specimens and Dan Reynolds, ‘Making Neuland', Poem Pamphlet 7, 2023.

Courtesy Klingspor Museum, Offenbach am Main
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and a violation of its copyright. Purchase a licence at poem-editions.com
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